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Bidding is a language shared between two players and is used to try to reach the
best contract on each hand.

There are many different languages being used in the bridge community:
Standard American, 2/1, Acol, Precision, etc. With these languages there are
also many different dialects or adaptations as well.

A major principle in the game of bridge is that you must not have any secrets
from your opponents. They are entitled to know which system you are playing
and any variations as well.

Before play starts

In face-to-face bridge in higher level sessions, everyone is required to have a
System card, that clearly states what all the bids mean. Many of you may not
have seen one of these but it is very helpful. When you come to the table, you
can glance at the card and get an idea of what they will be doing in the bidding
sequences. However you also then need to have some knowledge of each type
of system so that you are not taken by surprise during the auction.

On BBO in the Account tab there is a blank Convention Card option which you
and your partner could fill in. Then your opponents could also glance at it
before playing at your table. I am not saying that in our club sessions you
should fill one in. However looking through the blank form with your partner
could be quite useful as you will be able to check that you both agree about the
details of your system.

There is an easy way to give your opponents a glimpse into your system and
that is by making a short summary of it in the Account - Profile area, under the
“Real name” line. It would need to be abbreviated to fit in some of the basics.
For example: St Am, better minor, weak twos, INT=15-17, Stayman, transfers
to majors, Blackwood, etc. When the opponents click on our name, they will see
your system summary.

An alternative approach would be to write a message to the table at the
beginning of each round to say hello, give your real names and then a short
summary of your system. I imagine that your first thought is that you would not
be able to type that much on every round. That is where the Chat Manager
comes into play. If you click on the white area where messages appear, one of
the options is Chat Manager. You can prepare such a statement in advance and
all you would need to do is click on the statement, make sure it is going to the
Table and then click on Chat to send the message. (There is more detail in
another article that I have written).



During the bidding of a hand

In our group I think we make the assumption that we are all playing the same
system, ie Standard American. Therefore we have a good understanding of
what the bids mean.

However there are a range of different meanings to some of the bids and there
are a range of conventions that have titles, such as Inverted minors, Ogust, etc.

Not everyone knows or understands what those mean and so you need to
explain them with enough detail that you do not have any secrets from the
opponents.

A problem that is occurring at the moment is that explanations are not clear
enough and the opponents have to ask for more detail and that ends up using
more time than is available to finish all three hands on time.

With online bridge it is necessary to alert your own bids if they are not natural
or have a different meaning from the expected one. The expectation when you
press the Alert button, is that you include an explanation.

Be aware though, you only have to write what your partnership agreement is
and not what you are specifically holding.

I think that it would be useful to write down all the bids that you make that are
not natural or are conventional, and then plan how you will explain them in as

few words as possible. It would be best to do this with your partner so that you
are consistent through the session.

How you explain or alert your bid in BBO, is you press the Alert button and
write an explanation before you make your bid. You might think that it is
taking too much time, but if you do it properly, you will save time by
preventing extra enquiries about the bid. The explanation is not seen by your
partner.

So if the opponents want more detail they have two options:

1. They can press on your bid and an Explain bubble will appear. You will then
need to write more detail in the bubble. “Natural” is not enough, it needs to
include suit length and point range.

2. They can press on your name and write you a private message, e.g. ’Is @H
weak or strong” or ” How many Aces?” and you will need to make sure that you
are replying to that person in private and definitely not to the Table, as your
partner will see it and will be given Unauthorised Information.



