
Notes from the First session of BBO on Zoom 
Sue Kelso 

Looked at the initial page of BBO where you sign on.   

 Suggest that you write down your password somewhere, although you 
can use the “Forgot your password” option. 

 Tick the “Remember me” box so that you can get back quickly to BBO if 
you get disconnected.  

Once you have logged on you are on the Watch or Play page. To find the 
session you want to play in, there are two ways to find it. 

1. Press Competitive, the press All Tournaments, then search for the session 
name. OR 

2. Press Virtual, then Australia and then search for the session name. This 
way there are fewer sessions to scroll through. 

When you get to the session you want, you both have to be online and then one 
invites the other.  If this does not work, check that you both have enough 
money. If nothing else works, send Sue a sms and she will call you back to help. 

Next go the Entries page and make sure that you are on the list. 

Arrange to both be back online at five minutes to start time.  This is when Sue 
will give everyone messages, including who won on the previous week. 

Setting up your screen to help you during the game. 

Use the Account Tab to enter your Real name and under that type a short 
summary of your system, eg St Am, Better Minor, 1NT=15-17, Weak Twos, 
Blackwood, etc, etc, 

Then go to the Settings option (still under the Account tab) and in the ‘Playing’ 
section,  

 Move the slider to the right for the ‘Confirm bid’ and ‘Confirm cards’.  
 Have a play with the other options to see what suits you. 

Select the People tab next and add your partners to your Friends list.  They may 
not show up if they are not online. You can move the “Show offline” slider to 
check that you have entered them correctly. 

 

 

 



Getting more BBO money 

When you use the App option to purchase more BBO Dollars, Apple will 
charge you for the privilege. The same applies to Tablets – Amazon charges. 

So you need to use the internet to open up bridgebase.com.  You will then get 
the screen that appears on computers.  In the top right corner will be your BBO 
name and next to it is a blue button saying BB$. Once you press that it will be 
straight forward to get the money you need. 

Partnership Desk 

If you do not have a partner, you enter the session you would like to play in and 
move from the page you are on until you are on the Partnership desk. Down the 
bottom are two blue buttons. Press the left one and you name will appear at the 
top of the page and others looking for a partner can invite you. 

Chat manager 

I have written about this and it is in the BBO Articles section of laikel.com. You 
find it by going to the Club and under the club title is the link to the articles I 
have written for players.  Try this to get there: 

http://www.laikel.com/2020/clubs/BBO-articles.html# 

There are a lot of articles that are easy to read and will give you a lot more 
detail. 

The results 

Go to laikel.com to find the results. You need to go to Club Results, Click on 
the Club, then click on the date.  You will then see all the results with real 
names and Australian masterpoints. 

(BBO results have American masterpoints.  Although there are multiple 
sections in BBO, the scores are actually compared for the group as a whole.) 

You can press on your name in laikel and see how you went on each board. If 
there is one that you want to study, then press on the board number.  On that 
page you will see what everyone else did and find out which contract scored the 
best.  Under the handrecord is BridgeSolver which allows you to play the hand 
many times to work out what you could have done. 

You can use the “movie” of the board in BBO results to see how others made 
their contract as well. 

 



Next week we will discuss alerting and explaining bids, Undos, and how best to 
describe your bids.  For homework, write down the bids that are not natural in 
your system and work out the most short cut way to describe it to the opponents.  
You could have it beside you when you play in order to speed up the round.  A 
lot of time is wasted by players not explaining their bids clearly and concisely. 
No jargon to be used or else you will have to continue and explain it in more 
detail. 


